Figs. 1-8. Protoneobisium basilice sp. n., holotype male, from Croatia. 1 -pedipalpal chela; 2 -leg IV; 3 -pedipalp; 4 -flagellum; 5 -chelicera; 6 -epistome; 7 -carapace; 8 -male genital area. Scales = 0.25 mm (Figs. 4, 5, 6, 8) and 0.50 mm (Figs. 1, 2, 3, 7) .
Figs. 9-16. Protoneobisium basilice sp. n., allotype female, from Croatia. 9 -pedipalpal chela; 10 -pedipalp; 11 -epistome; 12 -leg IV; 13 -flagellum; 14 -chelicera; 15 -carapace; 16 -female genital area. Scales = 0.25 mm (Figs. 11, 13) and 0.50 mm (Figs. 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16) . Table 1 . Linear measurements (in millimetres) and morphometric ratios in Protoneobisium basilice sp. n., from Croatia. Abbreviation: F = female, M = male, FF = females, MM = males. Values marked in bold represent species-specific and sexual distinctions. Cheliceral galea rounded and tubercular (Figs.  5, 14) . Fixed cheliceral finger with 10 (male) or nine teeth (female), movable cheliceral finger with 14 (male) and 13 (female) such teeth (Figs. 1, 9 ). Cheliceral palm with six long setae, movable finger with one such seta (Figs. 5, 14) . Flagellum of 11 blades (in both sexes; Figs. 4, 13) . Only two distal blades are pinnate anteriorly; other flagellar setae smooth and acuminate, diminishing in size from distal to proximal.
Manducatory process (apex of pedipalpal coxa) with six long setae (in both sexes). Pedipalpal trochanter with two tiny tubercules, all pedipalpal articles smooth and elongated (Figs. 9, 10 ). Pedipalpal femur and tibia dilated distally, pedipalpal chelal palm widest at the base of the chelal fingers (lateral view) (Figs. 1, 9 ). Pedipalpal fingers almost as long or somewhat longer than chelal palm (Table 1) . Fixed chelal finger with 126 (male) and 139 asymmetrical, small and contiguous teeth (female); movable chelal finger with 112 (male) and 126 (female) small and close teeth which eventually become rounded, low and smaller. Fixed chelal finger with eight trichobothria and movable chelal finger with four such sensitive setae. Trichobothriotaxy as in Figs 1. and 9.
Tibia IV with a single seta, metatarsus IV with four, and tarsus IV with two such long setae (Table  1 ). The dispositions of these setae are subject to considerable variation (Figs. 9, 12 ).
Morphometric ratios and linear measurements are presented in Furthermore, Protoneobisium basilice sp. n.
clearly differs from P. biocovense in many important respects such as: pedipalpal size (shorter than longer vs. longer than shorter in female; Table 1 ), pedipalpal femur length of the male (4.16 mm vs. 4.44-4.83 mm), pedipalpal femur length to breadth ratio of the males (8.16 vs. 9.65-10.42) and females (11.21 vs. 9.31-9.56), pedipalpal femur length to carapacal length in both sexes (2.34-2.35 vs. 2.51-2.69), pedipalpal patella length to breadth ratio of the female (7.69 vs. 7.17-7.26), pedipalpal chelal palm length (5.21 vs. 6.32-6.48 in males and 6.88 vs. 6.40-6.45 in females), pedipalpal chelal length to breadth ratio of the male (7.78 vs. 10.19-10.63 In the female P. basilice sp. n., leg IV is shorter than in females of P. biocovense (12.21 mm vs. 12.80-13.10 mm), as is the coxa IV length (0.98 mm vs. 1.17 mm vs. 1.23 mm). Finally, tibia IV in the female of this species is 3.03 mm long, as opposed to females of P. biocovense (3.495-3.60 mm); tarsus IV breadth to length ratio of the female of P. basilice sp. n. is considerably greater than that in P. biocovense (10.00 vs. 8.78-8.97 ). * This study of the cave pseudoscorpions inhabiting Dinaric karst has offered further proof of their great age and different origin. The Protoneobisiumspecies complex represent the last vestiges of an old (presumably pre-Tertiary) fauna, which found their shelter in the underground domain of the Balkans and elsewhere (Ć u r č i ć , 1998). У раду је дијагностификована нова ендемич на псеудоскорпија P. basilice sp. n. из Хрватске, која припада роду Protoneobisium Ćurčić, 1988 . Од свог најближег сродника P. biocovense (Müller, 1931) , нова врста се разликује у многобројним квантитативним и квалитативним карактерима. Обе врсте рода Protoneobisium имају ограничену дистрибуцију, те насељавају планину Биоково у Хрватској; вероватно су обе форме остатак старе медитеранске фауне претерцијарног порекла.
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